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LETTE 

TO    TH  E 

Right   Honourable 
THE 

Earl  of  Nottmham. 

o 

Occafioned  by  a  Late  MOTION 
made  by  the  Archdeacon  of  London, 

.  at  his  Vifitation  for  the  City  Clem 
to  return  their  Thanks  to  t\s 
Lordlhip  for  his  Answer  to 
Mr.  Whiliom 

By  a  CURATE  oi  London. 


p.    ^LONDON, 

i  rimed  for  J  Roberts,  near  the  Oxford- 
-tirms  in  Warwick-Lane,     MDCCXXI. 


Ir'rice  Six  Pence. 
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LETTER 

T  O    T  H  E 

Rigk  HONOURABLE 

The  EARL  of 

nOlTlNGH  AM. 

My  Lord, 

S  your  Lordfhip's  Great  Name 
commands  a  particular  Re- 
gard to  be  paid  to  whatever 
your  Lordfhip  thinks  fit  to 
publifh,    no  wonder  that  mod 

Men  were  pleas'd  to  fee  your 

Lordlhip  engaging  yourfelf  in  a  Controverfy 
wf  fo  much  Confequence  to  Chriftianity. 
'^erfons  of  your  Lofdfliip^s  Station  have  this 

h  2  Advantage 
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Advantage  above  other  Writers,  that  They 
always  fpeak  rvith  Authority^  I  was  not  there- 
fore much  furprifed  to  fee  our  famous  JJniverJity 
of  Oxford  returning  to  your  Lordfhip  theii? 
Tublick  Thanks  for  the  Service  you  have  done 
in  Relation  to  the  ControVerfy  concerning  the 
Triflity  •,  becaufe  Principles  or  Dodrines  re- 
commended to  the  World  by  a  Perfon  of  your 
Lordfliip's  Qualitj^  and  with  that  SerioUfncfs 
and  Gravity  with  which  your  Lordfhip  has 
wrote,  are  always  embraced  fo  readily,,  and  are 
afTented  to  with;fo  little  Hefitation,  that  'twill 
be  deemed  Pifefumption  by  many  to  make  doubt 
of  any  Thing  maintained  in  your  Lordftiip's 
Book. 

When  the  UniverSty  of  Oxford  had  fct  the 
Example,  it  could  not  be  thought  abfurd  or 
unreafonable  to  attempt  to  bring  the  Clergy  into 
the  fame  Meafures.  How  far  'tis  ufual  for  the 
London  Clergy  to  addrefs  their  Thanks  to  any  Pet- 
fon  who  has  vindicated  any  Doftrine  of  Chri- 
ftianity,  I  know  not.  But  as  I  could  not  come 
into  the  Motion  made  by  the  Archdeacon  of 
London  on  that  Occafion,  I  muft  beg  Leave  td 
lay  before  your  Lordfhip  and  the  World,  the 
Grounds  upon  which,  I  think,  Thofe  are  ta 
be  juflified,  who  refuled  Compliance  with 
him. 

'Tis  not  my  Defign  to  enter  into  the  Merits  T 
of  the  Controverfy   concerning   the   Trinity 
with  your  Lordfhip  ^  but  only  to  point  out! 
forae  natural  Confequences  of  feveral  frinci-l 
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pies  in  your  Lordfliip^s  Book,  which  They 
mud  avow  and  approve,  who  return  yout 
Lordfhip  their  Thanks  for  your  Anfwer  to  Mr. 
Whiflon.  When  fuch  Great  Bodies  declare 
their  Sentiments  of  any  Book^  the  Impreflion 
is  flamp'd  fo  deep,  that  few  can  refift  the 
Weight  of  fuch  Authority.  Yet  who  would 
im;5gine  that  in  the  very  Book  fo  much  recom- 
mended, the  Lawfulnefs  of  Perfecution  fhould 
be  alTerted  ^  and  fuch  Notions  maintained,  as 
are  inconfiftent  with  the  Propagation  of  that 
Chriftianity  which  your  Lordlhip  has  de- 
fended ? 

The  Firji  Thing,  in  which  I  am  forced  to 
differ  from  your  Lordfliip  is  this,  that  you  ap- 
prove of  the  Advice  of  Moecenas  to  Aug^JIiiSj 
and  recommend  it  to  the  World  as  right  ana 
good.  '  It  was  the  Advice  of  Mcece?ias  to 
"  Augiijlm^^     fays  your  Lordfliip,    ^  never  to 

*  fnffer    any  Innovation  in  Religion^    becaufe 

*  the  Peace  of  the  State  depended  upon  it  : 
'  That  Prince  had  Peace  in  ail  the  World  ^ 
^  but  what  Dtfturbances^  what  J^iiferies^  Inno- 

*  vations  in  Religion  have  caufed  in  this  Na- 
^  tion,    the  Hiftory  of  the  lafi  Age  informs 

*  us  fufficiently  ^  and  how  fatal  the  Feuds 
^  and  Animofities^  occafioned  by  Pretenders  to 

*  Religion,   in  this  may  be,  no  Man  cm  for e^ 

*  tel^    every  good  M?Ln  fears.  "  p.  157. 

I  readily  acknowledge  that  This  was  the 
Advice  of  a  very  great  Statefman  ^  and  I  can- 
Bot  butobferve,  that  Sr ate/men  ^nd  Polhiti^ns 

of 


of  all  Religions  generally  efpoufe  thefe  Noti- 
ons and  regulate  their  Pradices  accordingly. 
Moecenas  (who  was  a  Heathen)  gave  the  Ad- 
vice to  Augujlus^  *'  That  he  fhould  follow 
''  conjlantly  the  Eftablijhed  Religion  of  his 
**  Country^  becaufe  all  Innovations  in  that 
*^  would  foment  Sedition  in  the  State,  and 
^^  be  a  Means  to  fubvert  his  Government  :  '* 
And  as  if  This  were  an  Axiom  in  Politicks^ 
That  Statefman  is  fcarce  to  be  found  in  the 
World,  who  does  not  embrace  this  Notion- 
Mr.  Hobbes^  fwho  found  Mankind  bad  e- 
nough,  but  left  them  much  worfej  has 
WorkM  up  a  Syftem  of  State-  Religion^  where- 
of the  main  Principles  are,  that  ''  the  Inter- 
^  pretation  of  all  Laws  as  well  facred  as  fecu- 
^  lar  depends  upon  the  Authority  of  the  Su- 

*  preme  Power.  "     That   ^  the  Civil    Powers 

*  have  a  Right  to  command  the  Manner  of 

*  honouring   God.  *'     That    ^'  Obedience    is 

*  due  to  the  Sovereign  in  all  Things,  as  well 

*  Spiritual  as  Temporal. ''  And  lajily^  That 
*^  whatever  is  commanded  by  the   Sovereign 

*  Power  is  commanded  by  God  Himfelf,  *' 
Now  admitting  Thefe  for  Principles^  it  plainly 
follows,  as  Mr.  Hobbes  has  more  than  once  de- 
duced, that  '  the  Supreme  Power  has  a  Right 

to  prohibit  fuch  Doclrines  to  be  taught  as  He 
judges  improper' :  That '  every  one  commits  a 
Crime^and  may  be  juftly  punifh'd  for  the  fame, 
who  perfuades  Men  to  receive  a  new  Religi- 
on* :    That  '  DilTentions  in  Religion  are  the 

*  Caufes 
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*  Caufes  of  War,  and  therefore  the  eflahUpjed 
'  Religion^  (or  that  which  the  Supreme  Power 

*  commands)  ought  to  be  followed.'  Such  are 
Mr.  Hobbes'^  Principles^  and  fuch  the  Confc^ 
quences  drawn  from  Them ! 

State fmen  and  PoUtitians  fddom  pay  too  great 
a  Regard  to  Religion ,  and  as  feldom  to  the  Truth 
of  Things  :  'Tis  ufual  therefore  for  Them  more 
particularly  to  condemn  Men  as  FaElious^  and 
their  Writings  as  tending  to  Dijiurbances^ifthty 
recede  a  Hair's  Breadth  from  common  Opinions. 
Right  or  Wrong,  True  or  Falfe,  is  frequently 
not  fo  much  the  Point,  as  how  it  fuits  with  a 
particular  Intereft.  Whether  this  Conduft  an- 
fvers  the  End  propofed,  (tho*  I  cannot  but  think 
thjt  the  Continuation  of  Sefts  and  Fadions  in 
Religion  is  entirely  owing  to  thefe  Political 
Artifices)  whether  this  Condud,  I  fay,  anfwers 
the  End  propofed  I  (hall  not  enquire  ,  fince  'tis 
not  my  Defign  to  confider  this]  Advice  in  a 
Political  View,  but  whether  it  be  right  or 
wrongs    fit  or  unfit  in  it  felf  to  be  given. 

In  this  Light  1  muft  oblerve, 

I.  That  if  this  Advice  be  good  and  right 
in  it  felf,  it  plainly  follows  that  all,  who  at  any 
Time  by  the  Reformation  of  any  Errors  feem 
Innovators  in  Religion,  ought  to  be  puniflied, 
as  Difiurbers  of  the  Peace  of  the  Publick. 
Now  this  Advice  being  given  but  a  little  be- 
fore our  Saviour  came  into  the  World,  'tis 
very  unfortunate  that  it  fliould  be  given  at 
fuch  a  Time,  when  it  muft  have  entirely  pre- 
vented 


vented  the  fpreading  of  His  Do(3:rineg,  and 
the  teaching  Mankind  that  the  Gods  which 
the  Heathens  worfhipped  were  no  Gods.  Our 
Bleffed  Lord  ought,  in  Confequence  of  this 
Advice,  to  have  been  puniflied  as  pervert- 
ing the  'Nation^  %s  innovating  in  Religion^ 
and^s  fowing  Sedition  and  Difcord  among  the 
People,  fuch  as  it  feems  -'  no  Man  could  fore- 
I  te\  every  good  Man  might  fear,  '* 

2.  This  Advice  muft  neceffarily  have  pre- 
vented the  Reformation  from  Popery  had  it 
been  followed  at  That  Time,  becaufe  That 
was  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  Innovation  in 
Religion.  Suppofe  that  any  Statefman  had  ad- 
vifed  Henry  8th,  or  Edward  6th y  or  Que^^ 
Elizahth  in  that  Manner,  and  They  had  ad- 
mitted it,  muft  not  the  Superftition  and  Idola- 
try of  Rome  have  continued  the  E(lablijhed  Re- 
ligion of  this  Country?  Muft  not  we  have 
been  kept  in  the  Dreggs  of  Corruption  ftili  > 
And  muft  not  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel  have 
been  fhut  from  our  Eyes  ? 

3*  If  this  be  right,  then  all  thofe  Princes 
that  have  followed  this  Advice^  have  afted  a 
righteous  Part  in  perfecuting  to  the  utmoft  all 
that  have  attempted  to  innovate  in  Religion. 
The  late  King  of  France  did  right  to  dragoon 
his  Rfotefiant  Subjeds  •,  and  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy juftly  drove  out  the  Biemontoife  ^  and  eve- 
ry Prince  that  is  moft  barbarous  and  cruel,  a£ls 
an  upright  juftifiable  Part,  and  what  is  moft  ac- 
ceptable unto  God,   when  He  refufes  to  fufFer 
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atiy  fuch  under  his  Government,  whom  he 
may  charge  with  difturbing  the  Peace  of  the 
State  by  not  complying  with  the  Efiablifi'd 
Religion  ef  the  Coufitry. 

4.  Every  Nation  in  the  World  thinks,  or 
pretends  to  think,  that  the  Rehgion  cftabhflied 
amongft  them  is  acceptable  unto  God  ;  and 
tly^t  the  Way  in  which  they  pay  their  Ho- 
nour and  Worfliip  is  fuch  as  is  fie  and  proper^ 
and  will  draw  down  the  Bleffings  of  Heavers 
upon  them.  Every  Nation  too  has  its  peculiar 
Orthodoxy,  and  a  Set  of  Tenets,  the  Truth 
of  which  it  alTerts"  as  the  Words  of  God  him^ 
felf.  'Tis  impoffible  that  All  thefe  can  be 
True^  nay  that  every  particular  Chriftian 
Church  can  hold  Opinions  contradidory,  per- 
haps to  their  next  Neighbours,  and  yet  be 
in  the  right.  Or  were  this  pofflble,  fure  we 
are  that  the  Heathen  and  the  Mahometan  Nati- 
ons, are  in  the  groffefl  Errors.  If  therefore 
it  be  a  Duty  incumbent  on  every  Man  to  keep 
his  Mind  open  to  Truth,  and  to  receive  it 
when  offered  to  him,  the  Advice  never  to  fuf- 
fer  Innovations  in  Religion  muft  be  ah  fur  d  in 
itfelf^  becaufe  it  would  be  to  prohibit  a  great 
Part  of  Mankind  the  Knowledge  of  Truth  ; 
and  it  would  be  to  prevent  the  Reception  of 
the  Gofpel  in  all  fuch  Places  where  the  Benefit 
of  it  is  not  at  prefent  known. 

Your  Lordfliip,  I  am  fure,  would  not  on  any 
Account  propofe  a  Scheme  fo  deftrudive  to 
Truth  and  to  common  Chriftianity  as   this. 

B  But 


But  under  a  plenary  Conviftion  of  Mind  that 
your  Lordfhip's  Notions  are  True^  and  that  we 
of  This  Nation  are  (o  happy  as  to  have  the 
Truth  eJlahUjhed  here  ;  and  that  in  Confe- 
quence  of  that,  every  Innovation  here  neceffa- 
rily  being  for  the  worfe^  you  think  the  Advice 
to  be  juft  and  right. 

But  then  your  LordQiip  knov^s,  that  hi- 
therto we  have  in  vain  been  fearching  foi^ 
fiire  and  infallible  Criterion  of  Truth  ^  That 
every  Nation,  and  every  Man,  how  erroneous 
foever,  is  orthodox  to  himfelf -,  and  that 
Thofe  who  are  under  the  Misfortune  of  Error, 
are  as  politive  and  confident,  as  thofe  who 
have  Truth  on  their  Sides.  'Tis  therefore  of 
little  Gonfequence  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  and 
in  0U2*  prefent  Enquiry,  whether  one  or  ano- 
ther has  the  Truth  on  his  Side  ^  for  whilft  e- 
very  Body  is  fully  affured  of  the  Truth  of 
!iis  Notions,  every  Body  will  plead  the  fame 
Right  -,  and  in  the  Gonfequence,  Error  will 
ffeap  every  Pfivilege  which  Truth  it  felf  can 
daim. 

But  your  Lardfliip  notinfifting  on  this,  but 
on  the  Evidence  of  Fad  for  the  Reafon  why 
Innovations  of  Religiomrc  not  to  he  filtered y 
and  Maecenas  (who  was  an  Heathen')  pretend- 
ing that  an  hmovation  of  Religion  was  the 
Means  to  fuhvert  the  Gvvernmefit,  This  will 
deferve  our  moft  fcrious  Confideration*    And 
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It  muft  be  granted  that  ufnally  Innov^ations 
in  Religion  have  been  attended  with  Diftur- 
tjbances  in  the  State.  But  then  the  Reafoa 
why  Innovations  in  Rehgion  have  been  at- 
tended with  Feuds,  and  Aniinofities,  Diftur- 
bances  and  Miferies  in  the  State^  is,  becaufe 
the  St£te  intermeddles  in  that  Sort  of  Proper^ 
ty  to  which  it  has  no  Right.  The  People  aL 
ways  aflTert  and  vindicate  Thisy  as  a  firft  Princi- 
ple, that  'r/x  better  to  obey  God  tha?i  Man  ; 
and  whilft  That  is  allowed  to  be  true,  ("which 
no  Body  I  think  will  Jenj;  exprefly^  tho'  they 
may  explain  it  away)  whatever  the  Confequen- 
ces  of  it  are,  They  will  alTert  and  maintain  it. 
A  Man  can  no  more  refufehis  A/Tcnt  to  Truth, 
when  it  appears  clear  to  him,  than  he  can  re- 
fufe  to  fee  the  Light  at  Noon  Day  when  his 
Eyes  are  open.  If  therefore  any  State  refufes 
to  fuffer  Men  to  change  their  Sentiments,  or 
pretends  to  hinder  them  from  obefmg  what 
they  think  to  be  the  Will  of  God^  Oppofitioa 
muft  be  expeded  •,  and  if  DiHurbances  enfue^ 
they  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  Change  of  Reli- 
gion^ (which  has  nothing  vicious  or  evil  in  it, 
nothing  that  is  diforderly  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  Publick  Peace,)  but  to  the  ill  Conduci:  of 
fuch  Advifers  as  that  Heathen  Ma^cenas^  who 
refufe  to  permit  Men  to  follow  their  own 
Confcienccs  in  Things  pertaining  to  God  and 
not  hurtful  to  any  Man,  and  v/ill  have  thenj 
pfaey  Meri  rather  than  God^ 
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Innovations  in  Religion  have  no  natural  or 
neceflary  Connexion  with  Difturbances  or 
Diforders  of  the  State  :  and  'tis  jult  the 
fame  Abfurdity  to  impute  the  One  to  the  O- 
ther,  as  ^tis  to  pretend  that  to  alter  a  Man  s 
Kotions  of  worftipping  God  muft  dejlroy  his 
private  Property,  or  at  leaft  muft  caufe  Confu- 
fion  in  it.  'Tis  evident  that  the  One  has  no 
Relation  to  the  Other ^  but  let  what  Changes 
you  pleafe  happen  in  Property,  Religion  is  the 
fame  ,  or  let  the  Ways  of  honouring  God  be 
altered,  Property  is  the  fame,  except  in  the 
Cafe  v/here  a  Man  thinks  to  pleafe  God  by 
parting  with  his  Property.  But  this  does  not 
affed  the  Civil  Government,  nor  make  the 
Magiftrate  lefs  able  to  do  Juftice,  or  to  f^cure 
his  Subjeds  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their  Civil 
Interefts.  When  indeed  the  Magiftrate  refu- 
fes  to  tolerate  any  who  dilfents  from  the 
eflablifljed  Religion^  Oppreffion  that  inftant 
begins :  But  as  the  Caufe  of  all  Diflurbance 
is  removed  when  Oppreffion  is  removed,  In- 
novations in  Rehgion,  where  there  has  been 
no  Perfecution^  nor  any  Attempts  to  enflave 
the  Subjeds  Minds,  can  never  aifed  the  State, 
or  caufe  any  Difturbances.  When  any  State 
affumes  a  Power  over  the  Confciences  of  its 
Subjeds,  They  are  forc'd  into  a  State  of  War 
with  their  Civil  Government  ^  and  they  con- 
tinue fo  long  in  that  State,  as  th6y  are  injured 
in  a  Property  over  which  the  Civil  Govern- 
fnent  never  had  any  Power,    In  this  Cafe  the 
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Peace  of  the  Society  is  broke  :  But  then  'tis 
not  broke  by  thofe  who  reform  from  any  puh-- 
lick  Error ^  but  by  the  Magiftrate,  who  afTumes 
a  Power  which  never  was  committed  to  him. 
Nor  are  thefe  Evils,  thefe  Difturbances,  Feuds, 
or  Animofities,  chargeable  on  Innovations  in 
Relifjo?}^  but  on  Tyranny^  and  Ufurpation^  on 
unjuft  Pretenfions  to  Power,  and  arbitrary  Do- 
minion over  the  Minds  of  Men. 

At  moft  therefore.  Innovations  in  Religi- 
on, are  but  the  Occafions^  not  the  Canfes^  of 
Difturbances  to  the  State ,  and  a  Man  can 
with  no  more  Juftice  impute  to  Them,  as  to 
the  Caufe^  the  Breach  of  Publick  Peace,  than 
He  can  impute  to  Chriftianity  all  that  Hatred 
and  Variance  that  has  abounded  in  the  Chrifti- 
an  World.  Suppofe  a  Man  (hou'd  warn  any 
one  againft  the  Dodrines  of  the  Gofpel,  be- 
caufe  They  have  unhappily  occafioned  much 
Hatred,  much  Difpute,  and  m^ny  abominable 
Praclices,  which  otherwife  would  not  perhaps 
have  been  heard  off.  Would  fuch  Advice  be 
good  and  fit  ?  Or  ought  any  Man,  notwith- 
(landing  thefe  accidental  Inconveniences,  to 
refufe  his  Submiflion  to  it  purelyi  on  thofe 
Accounts  ? 

There  is  not  a  greater,  nor  a  more  common 
Impofition  on  Mankind,  than  to  aflign  a 
wro?7g  Caufe  of  any  Event,  and  to  argue  from 
thence  as  if  it  were  the  true  one.  Maecenas^ 
I  beg  your  Lordfliip  to  remember  that  Mo^cenas 
was  an  Heathen^   imputed  to  Imwvations  in  Re- 
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Jigion  the  great  Bijiurbances  of  State : 
Whereas  the  Canfeoi  Diforders  in  the  Publick 
was  fooaething  very  different  ,  either  the  Per- 
fecutions  which  Men  had  undergone,  which  up- 
on Occafion  given  they  refolved  to  retaliate ; 
Or  elfe  fome  felfiih  Intereft  which  the  Pre- 
jtence  of  Religion  ferved  to  cover.  Mc^cenas 
confounded  therefore,  either  artfully,  or  igno- 
rantly  enough,  the  Caufe^hizh  the  accidental 
Occafion  of  Diforder  ^  with  is,  as  if  any  one 
now  adays,  (hould  lay  the  Hatred  of  neareft 
Friends  upon  Chriftianity  itfelf ,  or  charge  En- 
mity, Malice  and  Revenge  upon  that  very 
Gofpel  that  defigned  to  root  thofe  Evils  putt 
His  Advice  therefore  is  wrong  in  every  View  ^ 
^tis  founded  upon  a  very  faUe  Principle  ,  it 
naturally  tends  to  prevent  the  Propagation  not 
only  of  Truth  in  general,  but  of  Chriftianity  in 
particular.  It  will  juftify  all  the  Perfecutions 
for  Religion  which  have  been  in  the  World  j 
and  after  all,  itfuppofes  Innovations  in  Re- 
iigion  to  be  the  Caufes  of  Evils,  of  which 
they  are  not  the  Caufes.  Your  Lordfliip  will 
judge  if  fuch  Advice  is  fit  to  be  either  given,  or 
taken,  or  recommended. 

A  Second  Point  your  Lordfliip  argues  for  is 
this.  That  becaufe  fevere  Laws  were  made 
againft  Idolatry  ^n^  Blafpbe7r^^^ or ds  which  had 
then  one  clear  and  determinate  Signification  in 
the  Jevpifi  Difpenfation,  therefore  the  Laws  of 
any  particular  Country  may  punifh  asldolaters  ot 
Blarpheiiiers^Men  who  according  to  the  different 
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Notions  that  prevail  in  different  Countries^ 
may  on  different  and  perhaps  contrary  Ac- 
counts be  called  by  thefe  Names. 

For  this  your  Lordfliip  thus  argues  ^  If 
^  the  Lord  Jefus  be  a  Creature  and  you  wor* 
^  fhip    him,   Wsldolatryt    If  he  be  God  and 

*  you  deny  him,  'tis  Blafphemy  :    And   what 

*  Punifliment  Almighty  God  ordained  fot 
^  Both  thefe  Sorts  of  Offenders  you  know, ' 
p.  1^9. 

The  Punfflimentin  the  MofaU  Law  for  Idola- 
try was  yF^/^/V/g-  to  Beath^  and  the  fame  was  in- 
flided  for  Blafphemy,  v.  Lev.  xxiv.  ic — 25. 
and  Deut.  xiii.   i — 10* 

Upon  this  your  Lordfliip  proceeds,  and  asks 
this  Queftion ;    '  What    Texts   have  you  to 

*  quote  for  an  Exemption  from  thofe  Penalties^ 

*  or  at  lea(i  fuch  as  the  Laips  of  the  Land 
\  infliar' 

I  anfwer,  All  the  fame  Texts  which  any 
religious  and  good  Man  has  to  quote  for  ani 
Exemption  from  the  Penalties  to  be  infiided 
on  the  greateft  of  Criminals.  1  he  Blafphemy 
againft  which  the  Penalty  ot  Death  was  de- 
nounced in  the  Law  of  Mofes,  was  a  prefump^ 
tuous,  irreligious,  contemptuous  reproaching  or 
reviling  of  God.  The  Idolatry  againft  which 
the  like  Punifliment  was  denounced  in  the 
fame  Law,  was,  the  departing  from  the  Wor- 
fliip  of  the  known  true  God  to  the  VVorfliip  of 
the  Heathen  Idols  or  fiditious  Deities.  Does 
your  Lor^Ifliip  now  think^    that  becaufe  under 
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the  "Jewifh  Theocracy^    God  Alitiighty  thought 
fit,    by  an  exprefs  and  particular  Command, 
to  punilh  in  fuch  a  Manner  thefe  Crimes,  about 
the  Nature  of  which  there  was  no  Room  for 
Difpute,    and    into  the  Commiffion  of  which 
no  Jew  cou'd  poffibly  fall  by  a  mere  Error  of 
the  Underftanding,     that  therefore  the  Civil 
Government  in  other  Nations,   (affixing  thefe 
Names  according  to  their  own  particular  No- 
'   tions  in  difputabie  Queftions  upon  Perfons  and 
Things  which    have  no  Similitude  to    thofe 
mentioned  in  the  Law  of  Mofes^)  may  juftly 
inflid  by  their  own  Authority  the  like  Penal- 
ties with  thofe  commanded  in  the  Law  o^  Mo^ 
fes  ?  One  Man  thinks  Jefus  Chrifl:  to  be  himfelf 
the  One  Supreme  God  ,  and  worfliips  Him  as 
fuch  :   Another  thinks  Jefus  Chrift  not  to  be 
himfelf  ths  One  Supreme   God^    but  the  One 
Mediator   between    God  and  Man^   and   wor- 
Ihips  him  as  fuch  a  Mediator  to  the  Glory  of 
the  One  Supreme  God  and  'Bather  of  all.     Does 
your  Lordfliip  now  fincerely  think,    that  by 
Virtue  of  the  Law  of  Mofes   againft  Blafphe- 
tners  and  Idolaters^  One  of  thefe  Men    has  a 
Right  to  put  the  Other  to  Death  for  worfliip- 
ping  Chrift  only  as  a  Mediator  ^    and  that  the! 
Othr  has  a   Right  to  put  this  firft  Man  to| 
Death  for  worftiipping  Chrift  as  the  One  Su- 
preme God  ?    Each  of  them  thinks  he  has 
equal  Right  to  call  the  other  an  Idolater  anc 
Blafphemer.      One  for   giving  any  WorjJoip  at 
^11  to  a  Perfon  who  is  not  the  One  Supreme 
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God  and  Father  of  the  Univerfe  ;  and  the  O- 
ther  for  worfliipping  as  the  one  Supreme  God, 
Him  who  is  only  the  Mediator  between  God 
and  Man.  Your  Lordfliip  eafily  fees  what 
Room  here  is  for  Uncharitablenefs  and  Perfe- 
cution.  By  what  Methods  (hali  this  Evil  be 
prevented  <?  The  only  Remedy  I  can  fee  is, 
that  Men  would  be  careful  not  to  praElice 
themfelves,  much  lefs  to  impofe  upon  others, 
any  thing  in  the  Worjhip  ofGod^  founded  upon 
any  particular  Hypothefis  of  their  own,  beyond 
what  is  very  clearly  and  exprefly  commanded. 

By  This  Method,  and  by  This  only^  might  be 
cut  ofF  the  very  Root  and  Foundation  of  all 
uncharitable  Cenfufes  and  wicked  Perfecutions 
upon  this  Head. 

The  Next  Thing  your  Lordfliip  proceeds  to,' 
is  to  ftiew  that  thofe  whom  you  call  oArians 
can  have  no  Pretence  to  Toleration  confidering 
the  Condud  of  fome  heretofore  called  by  that 
Name. 

"  With  what  Face,  fays  your  Lordfliip, 
"  can  Artans  ask  fuch  Favour  from  any  who 
^'  have  ever  read  the  Hiftory  of  their  Bar- 
'^  harities. — They  have  taught  us  a  Lefjon  a^ 
*'  g^i^ft  themfelves.  '*  p.  159. 

I.  Allowing  it,  My  Lord,  to  be  never  fo 
true,  that  fome  in  former  Ages  call'd  Avians^ 
have  been  Perfecutors,  and  as  barbarous  as  'tis 
poflible  ^  yet  the  Argument  is  no  better,  nor 
other  than  this,— Some  Monarchs  have  been 
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Tyrants,    Therefore  Monarchy  is  not  to  be 
endured.     Or, 

2.  If  this  Inference  be  true,  fpme  of  thofe 
whom  your  Lordfliip  will  call  Orthodox^  have 
been  at  lead  as  barbafoiis  ^  Therefore  They  al- 
fo  have  taught  us  a  LeJJon  againfi  Ihemfelves. 
And  thus  the  Circle  may  be  run  in  accufing 
and  condemning  all  Sides,  without  any  Juft- 
ice,  or  without  any  Reafon. 

But  this  mud  not  be  pafied  over  thus  flight- 
ly.  Not  that  *tis  of  any  Confequence,  who 
were  the  Firjl  Perfecutors,  or  who  not,  fince 
the  real  Debate  is,  whether  any  oi  either  Side 
have  any  Right  to  perfecute  another  :  Whe- 
ther Thofe  that  have  the  Truth  on  their  Sides 
have  more  Right  to  perfecute  thofe  who  are 
in  Error,  than  Thofe  who  are  in  Error  have 
to  perfectite  Thofe  that  enjoy  the  Benefit  of 
Truth.  Yet  becaufe  This  Evil  is  ufually 
thrown  upon  Thofe,  who  are/^r  the  Time  be- 
ing called  Heretics,  I  can't  but  take  Notice, 
that  if  we  confult  the  Eccleftaftical  Hijlorians 
we  fhall  find  that  thofe  whom  your  Lord- 
(hip  efleems  very  Orthodox  were  the  Firfi  that 
taught  the  World  the  Method  of  Perfecution  5 
'twas  Thefe  that  firjl  brought  in  the  fecular 
Power  to  drive  thofe  whom  They  called  Bere- 
ticks  out  of  the  Church.  As  foon  as  the  M- 
cene  Council  had  condemned  Jrhis  and  his  Opi- 
niqns,  the  Emperor  ba?iijh\i  Him^  and  Eufebi- 
us,  and  Theognis,  and  Others.  He  ifTued  ont 
an  Edi^^   that  ''  if  any  Book  of  v^/vWs  could 
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^^  be  found,  it  fhould  be  i^i^rnt:  Thatif  any  one 
"  conceaied  any  Book,  and  did  not  produce  it 
"  that  it  might  be  burnt.  He  himfelf  fhould 
"  be  put  to  Death  inftantly.  "'*  After  this 
we  find  the  Emperor  refolving  to  root  out  all 
Sorts  of  HereCies  ,  and  accordingly  he  ilTued 
out  on  Edict  "  againft  the  A'^t^jfi^/zx,  VaJentz- 
^  7iians^  Marci07i}[ts^  Paulians^  and  thofe  called 
^  Cataphrygians^  and  in  general  all  Hereticks^ 
'  firft,  that  they  fhould  not  dare  to  have 
^  any  publkk  Meetings  :  and  that  all  the 
'  Houfes  where  they  were  wont  to  afTemble 
'  fliould  be  taken  away  ^  then,  that  they 
'  ihould  not  meet  together  privately^  and  lafl- 
^  ly  that  their  Churches^  if  they  might  be 
*  called  fuch,  fhould  be  given  to  the  Catho- 
^  licks.  Their  Books  likewife  were  to  be  fear- 
^  ched  for  and  taken  away.  ' 

Thus  did  the  Orthodox  begin  this  detefla- 
ble  Method  againft  the  Hereticks  ^  which  fome 
of  Them  perhaps  when  they  grew  in  Power^ 
returned  ;>  and  from  that  Time  to  thefe  laftDays 
has  that  impious  Courfe  been  profecuted.  But 
the  fifjl  Breach  was  made  by  the  Orthodox  ^ 
'twas  they  began  to  employ  the  feczdar  Arm  • 
'twas  they  began  to  baniih  -^  'twas  they  began 
to  hinder  the  publick  Meetings  of  thofe  whom 
they  cali'd  Hereticks  ^  and  what  Wonder  then 
when  the  Tree  of  Evil  was  planted,  if  it  took 
Root  downwards,  and  fhot  forth  upwards,  and 
brought  forth  its  natural  Fruir.  If  therefore 
the  Leffo.n  be  to  he  learnt  againft  Men  of  any 
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Denomination  from  this,   that  fome  of    thetn 
alfo  have  been  barbaroics  when  in  Power,   'tis 
a  Lejfon  that  all  Parties  have  taught  thofe  that 
have  been  undermojl^  and    if  fome  of    them 
who  were  called  Arians^  behaved  themfelves  in 
a  cruel  Manner  under  Con/lamius  and  Valensy 
and  afterwards  in  Spain  and  Africa^  let  others 
look  into  the  Theodofian  Code  ^  and  upon  the 
Perfecutions  of  all  that  have  had  any  odious 
Name  affixed  upon  them  for  1300  Years  to- 
gether, and  fee  if  they  have  any  Room  to  boaft 
upon  this  Head.  Still  this  is  certain,  that  Perfe- 
cution  was  begun  by  the  Orthodox  ^   and  one 
very  remarkable  Difference  appears  throughout 
all  our  Church  Hiftorians,    that  whereas  the 
Creeds^  which  thofe  that  were  call'd  Orthodox^ 
propofed  and  infifted  on   in  all  their  Councils^ 
were  always  made  the  Tejls  of  Parties  ^    and 
in  Order  to  this  They  always  contained  fome 
Humane  Dodrines,  fome  particular  Inventions 
of  defigning  Men,   fome  Notion  or  other  that 
was  unfcriptural  ;    yet  in  the  Creeds  propofed 
by  thofe  on  the  other  Side  this  Temper  was 
conftantly  obferv'd,  that  nothing  was  ever  put 
into  Them  but  what  All  might   fubfcribe  and 
affent  to  ^   The  very  Terms  were  generally 
fcriptural  '^    nor  did  They  attempt  to  put  on  a 
Level  the  Dodrines  of  Men  with  the  Revela- 
tion of  God. 

Give  me  Leave  to  add  one  Remark  more 
here  ,  and  That  is,  that  as  Moecenas  was  a  Hea^ 
then^  and  gave  his  Advice  to  a  Heathen^  it  mull 
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have  been  to  perfccute  Chrijlians^  fo  had  Mce- 
cenas  lived  in  Conftantine's  Time,  and  been 
what  was  called  Orthodoxy  his  Advice  had 
been  to  perfecute  Arius  -^  had  he  Hved  in 
Conflanttus  or  Valens  Time,  when  the  Power 
was  entirely  in  Hands  called  Arian^  (tho'  there 
was  never  any  Arianifm  impofed  in  their 
Creeds)  his  Advice  to  fufFer  no  Innovations  in 
Religion  muft  have  pufli'd  on  thofe  Princes  to 
have  deftroyed  the  Orthodox  -,  and  had  he  li- 
ved under  Lewis  the  i^th^  not  a  Proteftant 
muft  or  could  have  been  fufFered  in  France. 

The  next  Thing  in  your  Lordfliip's  Poftfcript 
which  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  confider  is, 
the  Declaration  which  your  Lordftiip  has,  in 
Effed,  made  againft  an  open  Toleration^ 

Your  Lordfhip  begins  with  an  Intimation 
that  an  ^'  illUfe  has  been  made  of  the  Text  for 
"  fuffering  the  Tares  which  were  fown  by  the 
*^  Enemy,  to  grow  up  with  the  Wheat,  " 
and  you  add,  ''  furely  we  are  not  to  lay  our 
"  felv^s  to  fleep  on  Purpofe  to  pve  the  Ene^^ 
^'  my  an  Opportunity  to  forv  them.  " 

I  will  not  prefume  to  guefs  at  any  parti- 
cular Expofition  of  this  Text  which  your 
Lordihip  may  perhaps  have  met  with,  but 
how  far  it  relates  to  the  prefent  Debate,  V\\ 
endeavour  to  (hew.  As  in  the  Expofition  of  the 
Parable  of  the  Sower ^  Matt,  xiii*  03.  the  Seed 
is  explained  to  mean  the  Word  preached'^  fo  here 
likewife,  v.  xxiv.  Good  Seed  is  that  Dodrine 
vAiich  really  produces  Virtue  and  Goodnefs. 
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Tares ^  here  oppofed  to  good  Seed^  and  which 
were  fown  by  an  Enemy ^  .  reprefent  falfe  Do- 
^rines  which  are  taught  hy  ^n  Enemy ^  i,  e. 
evil  Men.  Good  and  virtuous  Perfons,  when 
they  fee  fuch  falfe  Dodrines  and  evil  Men 
fucceeding,  would  rejoice  to  have  their  falfe 
Opinions  rooted  up,  and  would  rejoyce  that 
the  Fields  i.  e.  the  Church,  might  con  fill:  of 
only  good  Members,  But  our  Saviour  deter- 
mines, that  the  rooting  out  of  the  Tares^  i.  e. 
the  violent  carting  out  of  falfe  Notions  by  Ex- 
,  tremities,  ought  not  to  be  practiced  ,  but  that 
Good  Men  fiiould  take  Heed,  left  while  they 
gather  up  the  Tares ^  they  root  not  up  alfo  the 
H^heat.-  Oar  Saviour  has  {o  explained  this 
Parable,  that  it  cannot  b^  much  miftaken^ 
when  he  tells  us  the  Time  when  the  Righteous 
fballffjine^  viz.  not  at  prefent,  but  Ihen^  when 
the  Son  of  Man  fhall  fend  forth  his  J?jgels^ 
V.  43.  plainly  determining,  that  the  Tares 
fliould  grow  up  with  the  Wl)eat  till  the  End  of 
the  World.  Our  Lord  does  not  tell  us  that  'tis 
our  Duties  to  give  Opportimities  to  the  Enemy : 
He  does  not  fey  that  we  ought  to  lay  our  f elves 
afeep^  Or  that  we  fliould  not  guard  againft  the 
Enemy  as  much  as  pofiibly  we  can :  But  that 
we  muft  ufe  all  fuch  Means,  and  only  fuch,  as 
are  right  andjufl^to  prevent  the  Growth  of  falfe 
Dodrines  -,  that  we  muft  not  tread  domn  the 
Wheat  in  Order,  as  we  perhaps  imagine,  to  root 
out  the  Tares.  A  Wife  Man  will  not  take 
fuch  Meafures  to  deftroy  a  We^d,  as  necelTarily 
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muit  deftroy  his  Com  ^   and  this  is  what  our 
Saviour  only  aims  at. 

Now  Perfecution  for  Opinions  is  what  muft 
necefTarily  deftroy  the  Wheat  as  well  as  the 
Tares^    the  Truth  as  much  as  it  can  do  Falfe- 
hood.     Where  there  is  fo  much  Falfehood  in 
the  World,    and   that  too  in  fo  much  Power, 
by   this  Way  of  proceeding  the  Truth  muft 
necelTarily  be   rooted  up.      The   Mahometans 
imagine,    no  doubt,    that    They  are    in   the 
Truths  and  that  Chriftianiry  is  a  Tare  in  their 
Field  j  therefore  They  upon  this  Principle  are 
obliged  to   root  it  out.     Amongft  Chriftians, 
The  Fapifls  ought  to  root   out  the  Proteflants] 
and  the  Proteftants  to  root  out  not  only  the 
'common  Enemy,  the  Papi^s,    but  likewife  to 
arm  each  particular  Sed  againft  its  Neighbours. 
What  a  Scene  of  Woe  and  Defolation  muft  this 
produce?    Whilft    fuch    contradidory  Ortho- 
doxy every   where  appears,    every  where  muft 
appear.  Store  of  Tares  to  be  gathered  up  and 
burnt^    till  at  laft  Orthodox^    and  the  longeft 
Survivors  of  Cruelty,  muft  fignify  the  fame 
Thing,     But  then   upon  the  Scheme  of  open 
Toleration    nothing    is     more     natural    and 
eify- 

For  Here  our  Bufincfs  Is  not  to  lay  our  fehss 
ajleep,  but  to  watch  ^  'ris  to  reprove,  rebuh 
and  exhort  with  all  Long-Suffering^  and  Patience. 
Every  Man  has  the  Right,'  which  your  Lord- 
falp  has  ufed,  to  endeavour  to  convince  Gain- 
fayers.    Reafon  is  the  Weapon  of  rational  A- 
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gents,  and  never  fails  to  be  revenged  on 
thofe  who  are  Enemies  to  it,  that  is,  who 
either  maintain  an  Error,  or  even  hold  the 
Truth  in  Unrighteoufnefs.  With  this  Fence 
ive  are  to  gu'ird  our  feives*  And  if  the  Ene- 
iny  furmounts  this,  and  cannot  be  convinced, 
or  is  obftinate  and  will  not,  'tis  out  of  our 
Powers  to  hinder  the  Growth  of  thefe  Tares : 
tve  muft  do  all  that  is  in  oui'  Powers  to  con- 
vince hira^  we  muft  pray  for  him,  but  not  treat 
his  Perfon  ill  ^  nor  muft  we,  to  ruine  him, 
iBake  Ufeof  fuch  Arts  as  in  Confequence  muft 
ruine  our  own  felves. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  call  this,  perhaps,  gi- 
ving  an  Opportunity  to  the  Enemy  to  fow  the 
Tares.  But  is  it  giving  an  Opportunity  when 
you  watch  and  oppofe  him  ?  VVhen  you  fpread 
the  Truth  as  faft  as  the  Enemy  does  his  Errors? 
When  you  refute  or  endeavour  to  refute  his 
Principles  ?  But  if  you  will  not  admit  this  for  fuf- 
ficient  Watchfulnefs,  but  think  it  necelTary  to 
make  Ufe  oi Force ^  and  \htfecularArm^\m\\  be 
givingan  Opportunity  ftill,  or  may  be  call'd  fo, 
till  you  come  to  the  Ufeof  Racks  and  Gibbets  ^ 
nor  can  any  ftop  be  put,  till  that  efFedual  one 
of  Death  it  felf  is  applied. 

One  Reafon  which  your  Lordfliip  has  made 
ufe  of  in  your  /?r^///r^r^Difcourfe  for  the  print- 
ing this  Book  is,  '•  becaufe  it  is  not  enough  to 
believe  with  the  Heart,  but  with  the  Mouth 
^''  Confeflion  is  made  unto  Salvation  •,  and 
*'  not  confefiing  the  Lord  Jefus.be fore  Men, 
*'  is  next  to  the  dQnyin^  him,  "  p*  3.        Your 
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Your  Lordfhip^  I  dire  fay,  will  conceive  a 
Man,  however  erroneous,  to  giv^^  the  b  ft 
Marks  poflibleof  his  Inte^rity^  who  faff.rs  gr-at 
temporal  Inconveniences  (fuch  aslmprifonment, 
or  the  Lofs  of  a  very  creditable  and  hindfom 
Support  of  a  F;^iiiily;  for  thinking,  that  not 
to  confefs  the  Lord  Jefns  before  Men^  fuch  as 
He  conceives  him  really  to  be  in  Himfelf,  and 
in  Office  ?nd  Relation  to  us,  is  next  to  denying 
him.  But  notwithftanding  Their  Integrity^  and 
Their  Fears  left  They  fiould  be  thought  Pro/elites 
to  what  They  think  an  Error  of  the  utmolt  Con- 
fequence,  yet  your  Lordfliip  conceives,  that  the 
wantof  inflifting  Puniflimentson  thofe  you  call 
Arians^  for  their  Notions,  is  giving  an  Opportu^^ 
nity  to  the  Enemy  which  we  ought  not. 

But  my  Lord,  the  Opportunity  which  your 
Lordfhip  fears  ftiould  be  given  to  the  Ene- 
my^ has  been  carefully  guarded  againft  ^ 
and  moderate  Penalties  have  been  applied  ^ 
tho^  thefe  wholfome  Severities,  as  they  have 
been  called,  have  proved  inefFeftual.  Mr.  E-.lyn 
was  fentenced  to  fujfer  Imprifonment  for  a  Tear 
and  a  T>ay^  and  to  pay  a  thoufand  Pound  Fine  ^ 
(that  is,  many  hundred  of  Pounds  beyond  the 
Prifoner's  utmoft  Abilities)  and  to  give  Securi^ 
ty  for  his  good  Behaviour  during  Life.  Mr.  Wbf-^ 
ton\  Cafe  is  more  univerfally  known,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  your  Lordfhip,  who  is  acquainted  with 
his  Expulfion  from  his  ProfelforPoip^  and  from  a 
LeEiure  inCambridge^^nd  turn'da  ftarving,  with 
a  Wife  3nd  a  numerous    IfTuCt    But  ftill  it 

P  may 
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inay  be  faid  that  the  Opportunity  i^  given  to 
thefe  Enemies  to  fow  the  Tares,notwithfl:anding 
thefe  Attempts:  and  aecordingly  Both  thefe 
Gentlemen  write  -^  and  write  To  well,  that  they 
have  great  Weight  with  many  that  read  them# 
If  Fines,  Imprifonments,  and  Deprivations 
are  notfufficient  to  put  a  Stop  to  Them,  I  fee 
not  wh:m  can  do  it  but  greater  Ex^tremities  ftill^ 
that  is.  Death  *,  which  furely  not  2iny  one  Prin- 
ciple of  Reafon,  or  any  one  Dod:rine  of  Jefus 
Chrift  can  juftify* 

Your  Lordftiip  goes  on  thus :    '  The  Jews 
^  reckon    the)'  are  forbid  even  by  the  Law  of 
'  Mofes  to  revile  the  Gods  of  other  Nations 

*  which  we  e  no  Gods :  But  that  the   Son  of 

*  God,  whom  we  and  all  Chrijiendom  adore  as 

*  the  God  of  our  Salvation,  pjvuld  be  reviled, 

*  trampled  on,  ^?^^  put  to  open  ^h'^mt  by  thofe 

*  of  our  own  Nation,  in  Contempt  of  the  Law& 
^  of  the  Land,  as  well  as  of  God,  uncontroul- 
^  ed,    without  any  Animadverfion  — •  is  unae- 

*  countable^  both  in  Prudence  and  Religion.  ' 
p.  158. 

The  Reader  is  here  told  (with  what  Juftice 
your  Lordfhip  will  confider)  that  Thofe  whom 
your  Lordfliip  is  pleasM  to  ftile  Jrians^  revile^ 
trample  en^  and  put  to  open  Shame  the  Son  of 
God.  Whence  fuch  a  Charge  could  arife  I  can- 
not conceive.  Do  they  revile^  whom  they  ^- 
dore  >  Do  they  trample  on  thit  Perfon  whom- 
they  daily  pra'ife  ?  Do  xhty  put  to  open  Shame^ 
Bim,    whom  they  Jhank  for  his  Kindnefs, 

Cor^ 
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Condefcenfion,  Love  ^nd  Benefits  towards 
them  >  Surely  this  raufl  appear  very  (hocking, 
to  fay  that  a  Man  reviles  the  Being  whom  he 
daily  praifes,  and  pra^s  to  ,  for  whofe  Sike  he 
daily  fuffers,  and  is  ready  to  undergo  the  fevereft 
Trial  that  can  be  infliderl.  What  are  the 
Marks  c5f  Love,  of  Gratitude,  and  of  the  moft 
profound  Refpecl,  if  a  Readinefs  ro  fubmic  to 
any  temporal  Inconveniences  for  any  ones 
Sake  is  deem'd  reviling  and  Contempt  <?  Should 
Mr.  W.  retort  this  Charge  on  his  Adverlarics, 
and  openly  afTert  that  in  Confequence  of  their 
Scheme,  they  revde  and  tran^pk  on  the 
peerlefs  Majefty  of  the  God  and  Father  of  all. 
Sure  I  am,  that  every  ferious  Chriftian  would 
detefl:  the  Imputation,  and  think  that  Religion 
fuflFer'd  more  from  fuch  uncharitable  Cen- 
fures,  than  it  could  do  from  the  Denial  of  any 
Point,  in  which  the  Scriptures  have  determined 
nothing  clearly. 

There  is  but  One  Point  more  that  I  (hill 
trouble  your  LordQiip  with,  and  That  is  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Suggeftion  which  your  LordQiip 
has  made,  that  Thofe  who  are  in  Authority 
have  the  real  Guilt  of  being  Partakers  of  other 
Mens  Sins,  if  They  do  not  provide  a  fpee^y 
Remedy  to  the  E^uls  your  Lordlhip  complains 
of  5  for,  qui  non  prohibet^  cum  potejl^  jabet, 
p.  1^8. 

That  a  jufl:  and  proper  Remedy  oughr  to  bq 
applied  to  every  real  Evil  is  readily  acknow- 
ledged 5  and  therefore  1  declared  for  the  only  Re- 

D  2  inedy 
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medy  that  appears  to  me  to  be  confident  with 
Reafon  and  with  Revelation  ^  and  I  as  heartily 
defire  that  every  Man  may  be  brought  to  fee 
the  Errors  of  his  Ways,  as  your  Lord  (hip  does; 
But  I  hope  I  am  not  a  Partaker  ofanothers  Sins^ 
if  i  Cinnot  come  in  to  a  Scheme  of  Ferfecution  ^ 
or  if  I  cannot  but  think  that  ihe  only  propej 
Method  of  dealiiig  with  reafonable  Men  is 
Convidion,  and  the  prefling  them  with  Argu^ 
ments  from  Reafon  and  Revelation;  This 
makes  me  admire  at  what  your  Lordfhip  al- 
ludes to,  when  you  intimate  that  there  is  not 
at  prefent  given  to  the  proper  Champions  of  our 
Faith  an  Opportwiity  to  refute  and  reclaim 
^Mcrf\from  their  Errors,  p,  158.  Are  the 
Clergy,  my  Lord,  now  reftrained  from  fearch- 
ing  into  Scripture^  or  from  fearching  into 
Antiquity^  in  Order  to  find  proper  Materials  ta 
refte  any  Error?  Are  they  reftrained  from 
Writing  ot  {xom  puhlijhing  their  Thoughts  ^  Or 
what  Way  of  refu  ing  and  reclajming  Men 
from  Error  is  prevented  by  his  Majejly  >  True 
it  is,  that  ^  Defender  of  the  Faith  is  ?iot  an  empty^ 
*  Title, '  ibid.  Yet  permit  me.  My  Lord,  to 
exprefs  my  Wifhes,  that  if  the  Faith  c^iu  na 
Way  be  d^fendedhut  by  Unes^  Imprifonments, 
or  Deaths,  that  it  ever  may  continue  an  emptj^^ 
Title.  ^Tis  better  that  Thar  (houid  be  an  empty 
Title ^  than  that  ever  it  ihould  be  maintained  by 
That  which  is  Antichriftian ;  and  which  if 
profecuted  by  every  crown  d  Head^  muft  make 
the  Chriftian  World  a  Scene  of  Blood  and  Cru- 
eiry.  Bus 
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But  by  comparing  what  your  Lordfhip  fays 
here,  with  what  you  have  hid  p.  156.  *tis  eafy 
to  fee  that  your  Lordlhip  blames  '  thofe  who 
^  are  in  oAuthority^  that  do  not  advife  his  Ma^ 
^  jefiy  to  give  the  Fathers  and  Paftors  of  our 
'  Church  leave  to  Jpeak  for  themfehes^  and  in- 
^  deed  for  the  King. '  i.  e.  That  the  Con- 
vocation fliould  determine!  this  Contro- 
verfy.  That  "  That  fiould  he  permitted  to. 
*^  (it  and  ad  in  taking  Care  of  that  Flock  of 
''  Chrift,  of  which  the  Holyl  Ghoft  has 
"  made  them  Overfeers,  and  x^hich  the  Laws 
^'  of  the    Land  have  committed   to,    them.  '*, 

Before  I  confider  the  77?/;?^  propofed  by  your 
Lordftiip,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  your  Lord- 
fhip  in  the  former  Palfage  wanted  the  Convoca- 
tion  to  REFUTE  Errors:  Here 'tis  to /f  ^;;i 
aS.  I  think  the  ufual  Method  in  Corwocation 
is  not  to  refute  Errors  \  *tis  not  to  convince 
Mens  Judgments,  or  to  produce  Reafons  for 
what  they  do,  but  to  determine  the  Truth  or 
Fallliood  of  a  Notion  authoritatively.  Spwdi^ 
cal  Affairs  are  always  tranfaded  in  a  judicial 
Manner;  ^hW^ private  Perfons^].e.  Men  in 
their  private  Capacities,  ufually  attempt  to  re- 
fute any  Error  that  happens  to  arife. 

As  to  the  Method  by  your  Lordfhip  propofed, 
that,  Thofe  who  are  in  Authority  are  Partakers  of 
other  Mens  Sins  becaufe  they  do  not  fuffer  the 
Convocation  to  fit  and  a^^  I  will  lay  before 
your  Lordfhip  the  Sentiments  of   Two  very 
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G^eat  Men,  who  have  been  reputed  O^na^ 
ments,  the  One  of  the  oAntient  Churchy  the 
pther  of  our  own  Church, 

The  fir Ji  i%Gregory  Na:ziianzen,th2it  dear  Friend 
pf  BafiL  Many  Biftiops  being  met  at  Conflan- 
tinopk^  and  fummoning  this  Great  Man^  who 
for  his  Exadnefs  and  Skill  in  Scripture  was  cal- 
led the  DIVINE,  to  that  Synod^  He  refufed  to 
come  5  '^  Experience  having  taught  him  how 
*'  little  good  could  be  expeded  from  Synods  • 
f  they  ufually  widening  more  than  curing 
*^  Differences.  Kor  will  I  ("fays  he)  he  prefent 
^^  at  any  Synods^  where  they  cackle  like  Geefe 
*^  or  Cranes :  In  thofe  Affemblies  there  is  Con- 
^^  tentipn^  and  Squabble  -^  and  (hamefui 
^*  Adions,  which  were  hid  before,  are  there 
*^  made  puhlick,  h/[tn  of  Hoftile  Minds  tot 
^^  wards  one  another  being  affembled  together  >  '* 
Tbefe  Refledions  were  occafioned  by  thofe 
Meetings  of  the  Clergy  at  Confianpnople  a 
firfl:  and  fecond  Time  ^  and  at  other  Places  ; 
from  whence  this  great  D1V1^JE  found  fo  little 
Comfort,  that  nothing  cou'd  perfwade  him  to 
Gome  near  them  at  laft.  So  little  did  He  exped^ 
from  Synods  towards  the  curingoi  controverfial 
Evils. 

The  Other,  is  our  prefent  Primate,  whofe 
Judgment  in  Synodical  Affairs  every  Man  mud 
value  and  pay  a  wonderful  Deference  to, 
*  There  is  fcarce  any  Thing  in  Jntiquity^  fays 
'  he,  that  either  more  expofed  our  Chriftian 
\  Prpfeillon  heretofore,    or  may  more  defer vq 
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out  ferious  Condderation  at  this  Day,  thari 
the   Violence.^    the  Pajfion^   the  Malice^   the 
Falfenefsy    and  the  Oppreffion  which  reigned 
in  moft  of  thofe  Synods  that  were  held  by 
Conflantine  firft,    and  after  him  by  the  fol- 
lowing Emperors^  upon  the  Occafion  of  the 
Arian  Controverfy.      Bitter   are  the  Com- 
plaints, which,  w^e  are  told  that  Great  Empe- 
ror made  of  Them. — And  what  little  Suc- 
cefs  other  Synods  have  oftentimes  had,  might 
eafily  be  made  appear,   were  it  nei|ful  to  en- 
large upon  fo  known  and  melancholy  a  Sub- 
jed.   Now  this,  as  it  has  obliged  not  only  the 
beft  Men,  but  the  wifefl:  Emperors,  to  be  ve- 
ry careful,  how  they  either  called,  or  encou- 
raged fuch  AlFemblies,  unlefs  they  had  fome 
Reafon  to  hope  for  a  good  EffeEi  of  Them, 
fo  may  it  fuffice  to  convince  us  (till,  that  nei- 
ther are  ^11  limes^  nor  all  Caufes^  either  pro- 
per for,  or  worthy  of,  fuch  Meetings:    and 
that  -the  Expediency  of   them  ought  to  be 
very  clearly  made  out,  before  it  can  with  any 
Reafon  be   expected,  that  the  Prince  fhould 
confent  to  their  AfTembling. '     Authority  of 
Cbrijl'wn  Vrhices^  p.  307 — 8. 

Your  Lordihip  moft  certainly  wilt  fay,that  the 
Frefent  Time^  and  the  Preferit  Caufe^  are  moft 
^txiAirAy  proper  for^  and  worthy  of\  fuch  Meet^ 
ings,  ^  A  Time  when  the  DoElrines  of  ouif 
^  moft  holy  Faith,  and  the  ApofloUcal  Inftitu- 
*  tion  of  the  Government  of  our  Church  are 

^  f^ 
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^  fo  virulently  attacked,   and  ih  fo  open  an^ 
^  infolent  a  Manner.  '  p.  157. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  reply  to  this  in  the 
Words  of  that  Gteat  Man,  our  prefent  Metropo^ 
litan.   '  There  may  be  fome  Times  in  which  it 

*  wouldbealtogether'f/ni^^/l^//^^i'/^to  alTemble  it 
^  Qa  Convocation.*]  When  Mens  PaJ/ions  are  let 

*  loofe,  andtheiryW^Wi  difordered  5  When  their 

*  Interejis  and  Dejigns  ^  their  Friends  and  theit 
^  Parties^  nay  their  own  "Judgments^  and  Pr/w- 

*  ri/?/^x,  ]|id  them  different  Ways  5  and  they  a- 
"^  gree  in'^othing  fo  much,   as  in  being  very 

*  P^<?i;i/7;  and  /t^w^r^  with  one  another:  When 

*  their  very  Reafon   is  depraved  ^    and  they 

*  judge  not  according  to  Truth  ox  Evidence^  but 
'  with  RefpeEi  of  Perfons^    and  every  one  op- 

*  pofes  what  another  of  a  different  Terfwafion 

*  cither  moves  or  approves  af :  What  Good  can 

*  the  Prince  propofe  to  himfelf,    or  any  wife 
^  Man  hope  for^  from  any  Affembly  that  can  be 

*  brought  together,    under  the  unhappy  In- 

*  fluence  of  Thefe,  and  the  like  Prepoflefii- 
^  ons. 

*  It  was  the  Senfe  of  this,  made  a  wife  Man, 

*  in  the  laft  Age,  tell  Charles  the  Vth,  That  it 
^  appeared  by  Experience^   and  anight  from  Rea- 

*  fon  he  demonjirated^  that  thofe  Affairs  feldom 

*  fucceeded  well^  which  were  to  be  done  by  ma- 
^  ny.     And  if  fuch  be  the  Inconvenience  to 

*  which  A^ziw^^r    alone,    expofes  fuch    Meet- 

*  ings,  in  the  beft  Times  ^  Sure  I  ara^  both 
^  Reajbn   and  Experience  wiil^  mufh  more  con- 

'  vinccl 
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*  vince  us,  that  in  Tiiiles  of  Doul^t  and  Dif^ 
'  cofitent^  this  will  be  the  more  likely  to  be  the 

*  Cafe  5  and  that  under  filch  Circumftances, 

*  there    is  little   Good  to  be  expeded   from 

*  them, "  Jutbority  of  Chrifiian  Princes^ 
p.  316 — 7. 

As  to  the  Caufe^  upon  which  your  Lordfhip 
thinks  it  fit  for  the  Convocation  to  fit  and  aB^ 
I  nmft  (iill  reply  in  the  Words  of  our  Moji 
Reverend  Archbijhop. 

*  It  would  be  not  only  needle fs  but  ahfurd 

*  for  a  Synod  to  be  call'd  to  debate  over  again 

*  the  Fundamentals  of  Piety.— AH  that  they' 
^  would  gain  by  doing  it,  would  be  only  This, 

*  that  they  would  fee  their  Authority  and  Defi- 

*  nitions  defpifed  by  Them  5  And  might  proba- 
f  bly  give  Offence  to  good  Men,  as  if  they  had 

^^  fd  much  Realon  on  their  Side,  or  there  were  fo 

*  much  Difficulty  in  this  Cafe,as  to  need  the  So- 

*  lemnity  of  a  Convocation  to  interpofe  in  it.  ' 
This  his  Grace  fpeaks  concerning  Sceptics^  and 
Liber  tine  s;jj\\oditny  the  Truths  of  Chriftianity. 
But  then  his  Grace  goes  on  to  affirm,  that  nei- 

*  ther  there  is  any  Need  of  a  'New  Synod  to  de- 

*  clare   the  Dodrine  of  the  Church  in  fuch 

*  Points,  in  which  it  has,  by  as  Great^  or 
^  even  Greater  Authority,    been  before  decla- 

•i*  red;  A  Convocation  may  fit,  fays  he,  and 
'*  draw  up  what  Creeds  and  Confejfions  it  will  j 
^  but  if  they  expecl  that  thofe  who  defpife  the 

*  Authority  of  the  Aniient  General  Councils  of 
\  the    Church  fliould  be  concluded  by  their 

%  *  D'effnitionS;^ 
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*  Definitions,  It  will,  I  doubt,  appear  that  the^ 
^  have  but  flattered  themfelves  with  vaifl 
♦Hopes:  And  they  will 'find  too  late,  that 
^  thofe,  who  are  not  to  be  reftraifted  by  what 

*  has  already  been  determined,   will  much  lefs 

♦  regard  any  New  Deci/lons  that  can  be  made 
^ ,  $gainfl:  them. '  il^id.  /?•  5 1 5» 

5^,t'Tis  not, ;  my  Lord,  a  Crime  I  hope  in  me, 
to  defire  that  the  Royal  Supremacy  may  get  the 
better  of  the  Spiritual  Jurifdi^ion.  '  If  th^ 
♦Meeting  and  Adingof  the  Convocation  does 
.♦■depend  upon  thQ  Grace  and  ?leafure  of  t\it 

♦  Prince^  fo  that  They  can  neither  aflemble, 
^^  nor  confult,   without   his  Permiffiori,  nor  is 

♦  he  any  farther  obliged  to  allow  of  either^^ 

♦  than  he  is  perfuaded  their  Meeting  and  Afting 
^  will  be  for  the  PublickBenefitof  the  Church 
^  and  Kingdom' — ^perhaps*  his  Majefty  may 

*  have  as  good  or  better  Reafons  againft  their 
'^  Sitting  under  the  prefent  Circumftances  of 
I  Affairs, '  than  can  be  offered  for  it^  ibid. p.  ^. 

The  Charge  of  partaking  i?i  other  Mens  Sins 
is  certainly  very  fevere  :  It  deals  about  a 
heavy  Reflexion  upon  all  the  Minijlry  ;  and 
how  far  His  Majefly  himfelf  may  be  concern'ct, 
I  know  not.  Every  Reader,  I  believe,  will  bfe 
apt  to  conceive  that  the  Charge  is  pointed 
There y  as  well  as  upon  Others,  when  yout 
Lordfhip  fays.  That   ^  Defender  of  the  Faith 

•  is  not  an  empty  Title  :   The  Defence  of  the 
^  Church  of  England  is — the  Fomdation  of  the 

♦  Revohitin^Y 
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jRevolutiGn^   and  of  Wis  Majefties  SuccefTion 

to  the  Throne.  ^  p.  158. 

But  what  is  all  this  grounded  upon  >  Be- 
caufe  a  Synod  is  not  permitted  to  Affemble^ 
where  'tis  ^  very  likely  to  fly  into  Heats  and 

*  Parties^   and  after  much   Contention,  nor 
^  thing  to  be  done.    And  then  the  Enemies 

*  without,  will  fmile,  and  te!I  the  World,  that 
^  when  it  came  to  the  Tryal,  the  Convocation 

*  it  felf  could  not  agree,   about  this  Matter  • 

*  and  from  thence  draw  an  untoward  Confe- 

*  quence  againfl:    the  very    Dodrine   it    felf 

*  [of  the  Trinity.3  A^ithority   of  Chriftian 
^  Princes,  p.  330. 

I  would  willingly,  my  Lord,  cafl:  a  Veii 
over  this  unaccountable  Behaviour  of  CGuncilsj 
'  where  Fride  and  ill  'Nature  commonly  domi- 
^  neer  ^ '  that  I  may  ftill  keep  to  that  Great 
Man's  Words.  Appeal  Pref  p.  24.  When 
one  fees  the  Arts  that  have  been  ufed  to  con- 
demn or  to  acquit  a  Perfon,  the  Intrigues,  the 
Corruption,  the  Malice  and  Oppreffion,  which 
appears  in  the  very  firft  AJfemblies  of  the  Cler- 
gy under  Conflantine  ;  and  by  what  Tricks 
their  Points  were  carried  Then^  and  have  been 
too  often  (ince,  I  am  born  down  by  the 
Weight  of  his  Graces  "Judgment^  and  cannot 
but  acquit  his  Majefly  and  all  Others  of  all  Im- 
putation of  Sin  in,  not  permitting,  in  our  pre- 
sent CircumftanceSj   the  Convocation  to  fit  a?id 

E  2  Pardon 


Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  the  Trouble  I  have 
put  your  Lordlhip  to  on  this  Occafion.  But 
when  the  Humour  of  addreifing,  begun  at  Ox- 
ford^ encouraged  and  promoted  by  the  London 
Clergy^  and  *tis  faid  (I  do  not  pretend  to  fay 
for  what  End/  that  'tis  to  be  carried  on  in  m^L- 
nyVtfit  ations  ovtx  England  this  Summer, — when 
this  Humour  of  addrefling  Thanks  for  a  Book^ 
which  contains  the  very  Eflence  of  Ferfecution^ 
is  promoted,  I  cannot  but  openly  proteft  againft 
fuch  Proceedings*  It  feems  to  me  an  artful 
Method  of  fome  to  catch  the  unwary,  that  under 
Pretenfe  of  declaring  againd  Herefy,  they  may 
declare/^r  Perfecution.  YqurLordftiip^no  doubt, 
is  not  accountable  for  any  Anions  of  other 
Men*  I  therefore  propofe  it  to  the  Confiderati- 
on  of  all  thofe  who  are  fo  zealous  for  thefe 
7hanks^  that  if  this  publick  Approbation  of 
your  Lordftiip's  Book  be  thus  teftified,  whe- 
ther it  be  not  in  all  thofe  that  are  concerned, 
^s  that  Great  Prelate  fo  often  quoted,  exprefles 
It,  to  arraign  the  Government /^r  not  fuffering 
theCONVOCjTlON  to  meet, and  to  'tell  the 
World,  that  both  the  Honour^/  Religion,  /?w^ 
the  Good  of  the  Church,  ^re  concerned  in  it^ 
and  cannot  be  preferved  without  it.  Authority 
of  Chriltian  Princes,  p.  5.  Is  not  this  to 
make  as  indvidiom  a  Suggefiion  againft  our 
|Dvereign  Lord  King  GEORGE,  and  a- 
gainfl:  All  in  oAuthority  under  him,  as  ^tis  pofli- 
ble  to  make?  Is  this  Suggeftion/f  and  right 
at  this  Time^  when  a  Spirit  of  Fadion  is  raif- 
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cd  and  promoted  over  the  Nation  on  other  j^c- 
counts  5  and  when  Difcontents  have  clouded 
in  a  great  Meaiure  Mens  Underftandings? 

But  if  Thanks  muft  be  voted,  as  I  perceive 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  likewife  hath 
jufl  now  done,  yet  let  the  Doftrine  of 
Perfecution  be  excepted  ^  let  the  Heathens 
Advice,  which  muft  have  prevented  Chri- 
flianity's  coming  into  the  World,  and  muft 
hinder  the  Reformation  of  puhlick  Errors  in  all 
Countries,  be  excepted  ^  let  the  Charge  upon 
the  Governmeiit  be  excepted ,  and  let  the  Er- 
rors of  the  Book,  whatever  they  be  (for  which 
I  am  fure  your  Lordfliip  wou'd  not  accept  any 
one's  Thanks)  be  excepted,  that  thofe  who  vote 
their  Thanks  may  not  be  chargeable  with 
Them^  and  then  I  think  thtfmcerejl  Thanh 
are  due  to  your  Lordftiip  ^  nor  would  any 
Man  more  readily  concur  in  giving  theii^ 
than. 


My  L  Q  R  p, 

'Jpril  2Bth^ 


I72I* 


Your  Lordfliip'^ 

Mpft  obedient  Servant* 


(  J^T 


POSTSCRIPT. 

TH  O'  in  the  preceding  Letter^  a  fufficient 
Anfwer  is  given  to  wh^t  your  Lordftiip 
hzi  faid  concerning  Punidimeht  for  Blafphem}\ 
yet  I  have  judged  it  not  improper  to  fuggeft 
a  few  Things  upon  That  Topick  more  particu- 

^  Blafj>hmy  is  an  irreligious,  prefumptuous, 
contemptuous  reviling  of  God.  When  there- 
fore your  Lordftiip  fays,  /?.  159.  If  He 
£Chrifl:]  be  God,  and  you  deny  him^  ^tk  Blaf- 
phemy,  your  Lordlhip  confounds  an  irreligi^ 
Bm^  pr^fumpftiicms^  contemptuous  reviling  ofGod^ 
with  a  miflaken  Notion  or  Conception  of  G^d 
which  has  no  Contempt,  no  Reproach,  no  Re- 
viling of  God  defigned  or  intended  in  it. 

There  is  not  a  more  mifchievous  Abufe  of 
Words,  than  to  apply  a  Term,  which  always 
in  its  proper  Senfe  ftands  for  a  deftgt^d  pre- 
ftmptuous  Reviling,  to  Cafes  where  no  defigned 
JReviiing  is  intended.  To  execute  therefore 
Laws,  made  againft  real  Blafphemy  ,  and  un- 
der the  Cover  of  that  Word  tp  draw  in,  as 
Gmhj^  thofe  who  by  Confequences  and  Con^ 
fimBzon  only,  can  be  deem'd  Blafphemers^  is  to 
mfna^a  and  to  entrap  Men  ^  'tis  to  punilh  Per^ 
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fons  for  Crimes  which  they  never  thought  of, 
and  from  their  Hearts  abhor^    and  therefoife 
with  equal   Juftice,  Ihey  might  be  treated  as 
Felons^  or  MurderBrs^    as  they  can  be  Blajphc- 
ifiers. 

L^t  BUfphemy^  my  Lord,  That  which  is><^- 
allj^  luchj  be  punifhed  as  feverely  as  yourLord. 
fliip  wilhes  5  But  let  not  Men  be  deemM  Blaf^ 
phemers  by  Confequences,  I  know  not  where 
this  Evil  can  flop,  if  once  this  Practice  (hould 
take  Place,  every  Calviniji  is  charged  with 
Blafphemy  by  his  Adverfaries,  for  making  God 
the  Author  of  Sin  ^  And  He  in  His  Tura 
charges  Them  with  the  fame  Crime^  for  main- 
taining Freedom  of  Will.  'Tls  juft  the  fame 
betwixt  Protejiants  and  Papi/is  :  Each  of  Them 
dealing  about  the  Word,  Blafphemy^  upon  the 
Other,  by  a  horrible  Abufe  of  the  Word,  for 
a  Confequencey  which  i^  utterly  denied,  and  de- 
tefted,  by  thofe  that  are  charged  with  it. 

When  the  Word,  Blafphemy,  is  applied   for, 
attributing  to  God  what  does  not  belong  to  him^ 
or  for,  denying  what  does  belong  to  Him  —  In 
thefe  Cafes,    and  fuch  like,    which  are  infi- 
nite,   it    does  not  fignify  any  Vice,  but  a  Mi. 
fake  5    it  does  not  relate  to  any  Thing  ftridly 
evil  in  a  Man,  but  to  any  Error  or  Inconfiftency 
of  Notion   about  God  .•    'Tis- taken  not  in  its 
f  roper  and  eminent  Senfe,  but  in  a  Urge  Extent, 
for  whatever,  an\  Way^  by  Confeque?ice  remote 
or  near,  hurts  the  Name  and  Reputation  of  any 
one.    To  punilh  Men  for  Blafphemy^  in  this 

Senfo 
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Senfe  of  the  Word,  is  to  punifh  Men,  in 
Effe^,  foi:  being  fallible,  and  becaufe  they 
are  not  able  to  fep  ail  the  Coiifequences,  that 
Thofe  of  the  mof!  exalted  Undetftandings  re- 
allyi  or  in  Iraaginationi  do  fee.  A  Punifli- 
inent  which  where  'twill  fall  "  «o  Maneak 
*'  fotetell,  every  good  Man  fears.  '* 
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